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AMERICAN CIVIL 
LIBERTIES UNION OF 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
CHICO CHAPTER 
813 Nord Avenue 
Chico, CA  95926 
F/530.894.4913 
bill@acluchico.org 
www.acluchico.org  

 

February 9, 2008 

Ann Schwab, Chairperson 
Tom Nickell, Member 
Steve Bertagna, Member 
Internal Affairs Committee 
City of Chico 
PO Box 3420 
Chico, CA  95927 

RE:  Disorderly Events Ordinance Internal Affairs Hearing 
 February 12, 2008 6:00 P.M.  meeting 

Dear Members of the Internal Affairs Committee: 

The Chico Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California 
would ask that you consider repealing the Disorderly Events Ordinance in its 
entirety.  The law, in its current form, violates constitutionally protected rights of 
free speech and peaceable assembly that are guaranteed by the U.S. and 
California Constitutions.  For details about how the law specifically infringes 
upon these rights, refer to the attached letter written by Michael Risher, ACLU-
NC Staff Attorney. 

The many infirmities within the law cannot be rectified through a simple editing.  
The law is preemptive, allowing the police to disperse any event without the need 
to prove that such an event has become or is likely to become a threat to the 
safety of the public.  Furthermore, many of the crimes listed in the Disorderly 
Events Ordinance are in no way likely to generate a public safety hazard, such as 
the inclusion of Chico’s laws regarding curfew, unlawful fireworks, and loud and 
unusual noises. 

If the City perceives the need for a new ordinance to protect the welfare of 
Chico’s citizens, such a law should stem from legitimate complaints that the city 
has received from its citizens, and such complaints should be made a matter of 
public record.  The ACLU of Chico feels that there has been no strong case made 
to justify the existence of Chapter 9.40 of the Chico Municipal Code, The 
Disorderly Events Ordinance, and therefore feels strongly that it should be 
rescinded.   
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Thank you for taking the time to address this matter, 

Sincerely, 

ACLU of Northern California, Chico Chapter 
 

 

Jessica Allen, Chapter Organizer  Patrick Donnelly, Attorney at Law 
Chapter Organizer    Chapter Organizer 

 

 

Leslie Johnson, Attorney at Law  William Sheridan  
Chapter Organizer    Chapter Organizer 

 

 

 

 

cc: Shayna Gelender, ACLU-NC 
 Michael Risher, Esq., ACLU-NC 

 








